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Trinity hosts its Ninth Annual 
International Hip-Hop Festival 
ISABEL MONTELEONE '16 
NEWS EDITOR 
This past weekend, Trinity hosted 
its 9th annual International Hip Hop 
Festival. The festival kicked off on 
Thursday with seminars in Terrace 
Rooms B and C on "Hip Hop as a Social 
Movement" and "Media 
Representations of Global Hip Hop." 
That evening, many attended a screen· 
ing of the film, "Say My Name: Women. 
Hip Hop. Life." in the Washington 
Room. 
to me, is a platform to express myself 
and others when the world told us we 
were insignificant and small,'' Briana 
said. "When I can't articulate issues in 
my life, .I write a poem." The sense of 
community was palpable as the ·per-
formers and audience members 
cheered each other on. The closing per-
former was a high school-aged Spoken 
Word ·first·timerwho delivered her 
poem to resounding applause. 
Friday commenced with a discus· 
sion entitled, "How to Use Hip Hop for 
Empowerment" followed by a presenta· 
tion by Bocafloja in which he discussed 
his new book, "Prognosis: Decolonial 
Poetic Exhale." Published in both 
Spanish and English, "Prognosis: 
Decolonial Poetic Exhale" is a collec· 
tion of poems, narratives, and essays 
telling the stories of the economic and 
psychological impacts of colonialism on 
Mexico. "We're breaking down those 
barriers that mainstream culture is 
constantly refining,'' Bocafloja says. 
COURTESY OF Will Morrison '14 
Day one of the festival concluded 
with a Spoken Word open·mic at the 
Mill, which brought out dozens of per· 
formers··Trinity students and Hartford 
residents alike. Zaniyyah AshBey '16, 
performed two poems including a love 
poem and a poem about the struggles 
minorities faceon a daily basis. She 
was preceded by Briana Chang '16, 
who performed her poem, "My Man," in 
which she discussed the struggles 
black men face in a world that is 
stacked against them. "Spoken Word, see TRINITY on page 9 Students perform on the Cave Patio on Saturday during Trinity's Ninth International Hip-Hop Festival. 
Undocumented students host 
discussion on immigration law 
RYAN MILLER '17 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Immigration reform is undoubtedly 
one of the most pressing and contro· 
versial issues discussed today. On 
Wednesday, April 2nd, Ainsyla 
Charlton '16 lead an informative panel 
with the aim of opening up a fact-based 
dialogue among Trinity College stu · 
dents, faculty, and the Hartford com· 
munity, on immigration, law, and the 
economy. 
With the support of a myriad group 
of student run organizations including 
the Women and Gender Resource 
Action Center (WAGRAC), Stop The 
Raids, La Voz Latina, Encouraging 
Respect of Sexualities, and the House 
of Peace, Charlton invited Connecticut 
Immigration Lawyer Milagros Saldana 
Cruz, Executive Director of the Latino 
and Puerto Rican Affairs Committee 
Werner Oyandel, Abigail Williamson, 
Assistant Professor of Political Science 
and Public Policy and Law, Art 
Feltman, Director of International 
Hartford and Pornpat Pootinath '14, to 
share their experiences and knowledge 
on the topic. 
Charlton opened up the panel with 
her story as an undocumented immi· 
grant. After coming to the United 
States at a young age, Charlton's 
tourist visa expired at age six. Unable 
to return to her native country of 
Jamaica. she missed funerals and 
other notable family events. In high 
school, Charlton qualified for many 
scholarships through her strong aca · 
demic record and extra ·curricular 
activities, however she did not have 
the proper documentation to receive 
these awards. And, without a Social 
Security Number, Charlton was unable 
to receive aid in federal grants neces· 
sary to cover college tuition costs. 
Despite these setbacks, she is able to 
see IMMIGRATION on page 6 
Trinity students participate 
in "Robo Waiter" competition 
ISABEL MONTELEONE '16 
NEWS EDITOR 
On Saturday, April 5 and Sunday 
April 6, the gym within the Ferris 
Athletic Center was buzzing with 
apprehensive and excited students and 
faculty members making the final 
preparations for the annual fire·fight· 
ing robot competition sponsored by the 
Engineering Department at Trinity 
and hosted by Professor David Ahlgren 
of the Engineering Department. 
The contest, which takes place 
every year in April, showcases the proj· 
ects of the best and brightest students 
from across the globe who spend the 
entire spring semester learning how to 
construct a robot in anticipation for 
the international competition. 
While a vast number of non ·Trinity 
students are in attendance for this 
event, including students and teams 
from Israel and Indonesia, one specific 
class at Trinity, ENGR 120, is offered 
during the spring semester each year 
for the specific purpose of entering 
teams into this contest. The class, 
mentored by Elizabeth Gilbert '14, 
introduces students to the basics of 
engineering and robotics. From the 
first day, students are grouped up into 
teams. Each week, students learn how 
to implement sensors and advance the 
skills of their robots . When speaking 
about her experience and reason for 
mentoring the class, Gilbert said that, 
"Entering into Trinity as a first-year 
student, I knew that I wanted to study 
engineering. Many upperclassmen 
engineers, had suggested I take the 
ENGR 120 course over some of the 
other Engineering first-year require· 
ments, because of its hands-on nature. 
Being a part of ENGR 120 and partici-
pating in the International RoboWaiter 
competition solidified for me that I 
wanted to be an engineer - that I 
see ROBOTICS on page 5 
COURTESY OF Ainslya Charlton '16 and Pornpat Pootinah '14 COURTESY OF Trinity College 
Charlton and Pootinah spoke out about their experiences as undocumented students at Trinity College. rinity students, along with a variety of other students from across the globe, participated in "RoboWaiter." 
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Tripod Editorial 
Student-run lecture sheds light on 
issues with U.S. immigration laws 
Last week I attended the 
Trinity student-organized event 
''Why Don't You Go Back to Your 
Own Country?" to receive credit 
for my Spanish class. Since the 
lecture was required, I begrudg-
ingly dragged myself to Mather 
Hall and plopped down in the 
back row. I pulled out my phone 
and began to wait for the event 
to start, when Ainslya Charlton 
'16 stepped up to the microphone 
and began the event introduc· 
tion. 
I have always supported 
immigration reform that pro· 
vides a feasible pathway to citi-
zenship for undocumented 
immigrants. When immigration 
bills slowly move to the House 
floor and then, unsurprisingly, 
die, I am disappointed in my 
elected officials, but am also dis-
connected enough to easily move 
on with my day. 
However, when Charlton and 
Poornpat Pootinah '14, the two 
student speakers at the event, 
shared their stories of living in 
the United States as undocu-
mented students, I suddenly felt 
a tad more connected. As I put 
my phone away and struggled to 
see through a crowd of students, 
I found myself holding back 
tears as Charlton and Pootinah 
spoke. These girls, both of whom 
did not even know they were 
undocumented immigrants until 
their late adolescence or teenage 
years, have lived in this country 
for almost their entire life. They 
attended public schools, worked 
hard in their classes, and went 
through the college application 
process just like every other 
Trinity student. Yet what differ-
entiates their schooling experi-
ence from so many of ours is that 
their parents' immigration sta· 
tus limits their ability to live 
without fear in the only country 
they know. 
Charlton and Pootinah's sto-
ries evoked an emotional 
response in me that only 
strengthened my support for 
immigration reform. However, I 
am wise enough to know that 
arguments that play off of emo· 
tions are often not strong 
enough to sway the opinion of 
the opposition. Any valid politi-
cal stance needs facts and infor-
mation, not just personal stories. 
I am not an expert on immi· 
gration. I know bits and pieces 
about the citizenship application 
process, and definitely learned a 
lot after attending the Trinity 
event, but in no way am I quali-
fied to write up my own reform 
strategy or argue over nitty·grit· 
ty facts. 
What I do know, however, is 
that for smart, sensible, immi · 
gration reform to take place in 
the United States, we must hear 
the stories of students like 
Charlton and Pootinah in order 
to begin to re-humanize the 11.5 
million undocumented immi · 
grants living in this country. 
Terms like "illegal alien" not 
only reflect a lack of factual 
knowledge regarding immigra· 
tion reform, but also an ignorant 
assumption that some people 
are more human than others, 
simply because of where they 
were born. 
Charlton and Pootinah 
emphasized how just as every 
student in the audience did not 
choose they life they were born 
into, undocumented students 
often had no choice in their cur-
rent status. I am a Ohio-born 
Trinity College student with 
family members all across the 
United States, but I see now 
that I could have just as easily 
been born the daugher of an 
undocumented parent, like 
Charlton and Pootinah. 
-EGR 
Found footage films enjoy consistent 
popularity with modern audiences 
In the past decade, "found 
footage" films have become 
firmly established in the cine-
matic world. For anyone unfa· 
miliar with the term, "found 
footage" is a genre in which a 
film is presented as a collection 
of video or audio recordings 
that have been discovered for 
one reason or another. For this 
reason, these films often take 
on a faux-documentary feel. 
"Found footage" films have 
been around since at least the 
1970s, but it wasn't until the 
2000s that they were met with 
consistent mainstream success. 
The big break for the genre 
came in 1999 with the critical 
and commercial hit, ''The Blair 
Witch Project." The film was 
successful for many reasons, 
but its brilliant use of the found 
footage style was chief among 
those reasons. The non-tradi-
tional style meant that we were 
as limited as the characters in 
terms of what we could see and 
not see. We shared their fear, 
suspense, and uncertainty 
because their point of view was 
also our point of view. 
The next big hit for the 
genre was "Paranormal 
Activity," in which a single 
camera (often left in a single 
location) produced ninety· 
seven minutes of absolute ter· 
ror. Other found ·footage films 
include "REC," "Quarantine," 
"Cloverfield," "Apollo 13," and 
"The Last Exorcism." From this 
list, we can see that found 
footage films incline towards 
the horror genre. For th.e 
footage to be found, it had to 
have been lost at some point. 
And the footage usually gets 
lost because something terrible 
happened to the cameraman. 
The genre appears to be 
going strong. The "Paranormal 
Activity" franchise continues to 
crank out sequels (much to crit· 
ic's dismay) and a new found 
footage film, "Afflicted," pre· 
miered in theaters this past 
Friday. My question is this: 
why has found footage etched 
out such a strong position in 
modern horror? What makes it 
effective for us? 
First, I think it is a remedy 
for the special effects overload 
that many of today's moviego· 
ers suffer from. Too many direc· 
tors and producers believe that 
enough big-budget action and 
CGI monsters will entertain us. 
The "Transformers" series is 
one embodiment of this atti-
tude. Found footage films can 
be refreshing because they 
draw their strength from a 
minimalist approach. What we 
don't see is just as important (if 
not more important) than what 
we do see. 
''The Blair Witch Project," in 
particular, demonstrates the 
power of a limited point of view. 
During the film's most electri· 
fying scenes, the screen is dark 
or blurry and we can hardly tell 
what we're looking at. 
Darkness, not the witch her-
self, becomes the film's most 
terrifying monster. 
"Blair Witch" and 
"Paranormal Activity'' engages 
the imagination in a way that 
many other traditional films 
don't. A chalk footprint can be a 
lot scarier than a fully realized 
creature. I like the minimalist 
styles of many found footage 
films because they allow the 
audience to do some of the 
work. We contribute to the ere· 
ation of the film by the filling in 
the blank spaces with our 
imagination. 
In the coming years, we will 
see how durable the found 
footage genre is. We've already 
seen it stretched beyond its 
limits in several of the lacklus· 
ter "Paranormal Activity" 
sequels. Can each new found 
footage flick rival the effective-
ness of "Blair Witch" or will it 
all be overfamiliar at some 
point? 
-FGR 
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Trivia on Vernon: An alternative and fun Thursday night option 
RJ UGOLIK '15 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Thursdays are special days 
on college campuses and Trinity 
is no different. For some stu-
dents, they signal that the week-
end is almost in full swing again. 
After four days spent in the 
depths of the Raether Library, 
this can be quite uplifting. 
Thursdays to most college kids 
are, in actuality, Thurs-nights: a 
time when many hard working 
students seek to take a break 
from their studies and unwind 
with their peers, many of whom 
are sailing in the same work-rid-
den boat. 
Groups of eight filled the 
tables and chairs of Vernon 
Social Center as WhatTrivia 
host, Mark Bernacki, informed 
an eager crowd of students about 
the special occasion of the 
evening: two students would be 
randomly selected to win $25 
gift certificates to Goldberg's, in 
addition to the $50 set aside for 
the champions. The room was 
bright and welcoming. 
''The rules are simple. 
Choose a team name. Don't for-
get a rules sheet or answer pad. 
Put your team name, along with 
your answer and a wager. Don't 
forget to wager and don't repeat 
a wager. Oh, and NO CELL 
PHONES." 'lb get the most out 
of my experience, I felt it best to 
throw myself right in the thick of 
things, and join up with a group 
of contestants. Already it was 
unlike anything else I knew of 
that happened on Thursday 
nights. 
The game, organized in a 
rather simplistic manner, is split 
into halves, with a final question 
to cap things off (worth up to as 
many points as a team is willing 
to wager). Throughout the first 
round, contestants were continu-
ously asked other thought pro-
voking questions, such as: 
''Which of the following words--
bootylicious, bromance, selfie, 
jeggings, or yolo-was not in the 
Oxford Dictionary?," ''What does 
the modem technological term 
'wi-fi' stand for?," or ''In the 
anatomy category, where are 
beauty features that are regard-
ed in science as one's 'zygomatic 
arches' located on the human fig-
ure?" 
The answering process was 
an event to watch in itself. Some 
were just a matter of common 
knowledge and other questions 
left the door open for some cre-
ative persuasion. Equally as 
entertaining was the wordy 
debate between two slightly 
tipsy biology majors, about 
whether the zygoma was related 
to the bones beneath the lower 
eye or those in the cheeks. Their 
reactions were priceless when 
another teammate intervened 
only to say that they were both 
right, as Mark announced that 
all he was looking for was any-
thing referencing 'the face'. 
At this point, the host took a 
quick pause to announce the first 
recipient of the two Goldberg gift 
cards. I took a pause myself, as I 
began to try to imagine a frater-
nity putting the party on hold to 
give away raffie prizes. It wasn't 
long before I realized that there 
wasn't much substance to the 
thought at all: a similar give-
away would be hard to do in an 
environment where names are 
not exactly a focal point. And, for 
those not immersed in friend cir-
cles including fraternity mem-
bers, the initial act of getting 
into the frat is often an instance 
of randomly generated luck in 
itself, never mind getting a 
drink. I chuckled a bit on the 
inside as the thought of fraterni-
ties taking timeouts faded away 
and I refocused on the game at 
hand. 
Once again, I was genuinely 
fascinated as people confidently 
scribbled down answers just as 
quickly as the questions them-
selves were asked. The second 
round came to a close as Mark 
revealed that Oprah Winfrey 
was the only African American 
billionaire according to Forbes. 
As promised, a tally was 
taken at halftime to see if the 
previous week's attendance 
record had been broken. With 13 
teams and 60 players, it shat-
tered the old one and set a new 
record. What was once only a 
handful of students answering a 
list of questions in an empty 
room had transformed into a 
competitive and engaging week-
ly test of knowledge that was 
well attended. 
The second half started and 
it wasn't long before the audi-
ence was tested again, this time 
in the form of numerical reason-
ing. Mark paused to give out the 
second Goldberg's gift card then 
moved forth with the final round 
categories, a few of which he had 
to repeat. It seemed that the 
alcohol was beginning to become 
more of a factor. Each repetition 
appeared more tedious than the 
last, and I began to feel a sense 
of frustration, the same feeling 
that the host was doing a com-
mendable job of holding back. 
The final task was to name 9 
of the 10 largest countries by 
total land area (including inland 
bodies of water). Designated 
messengers for each team scrib-
bled their answers and ran up to 
tum them in, as they did time 
and time before. I grew curious 
to the point of asking if bonus 
points were awarded for quick-
ness. I learned that they weren't; 
people were just eager to share 
knowledge they proudly pos-
sessed. This was also interest-
ing, as I began to notice another 
parallel between trivia and your 
typical night in parts elsewhere 
on Vernon; this was focused 
more around what you knew and 
less around whom you knew. 
I am not implying that a 
sense of community cannot be 
derived from places like fraterni-
ty basements. Their ability to 
remain in existence through 
recent scrutiny is proof that a 
community is being active about 
their own presence. The feeling I 
get on campus is that fraterni-
ties have not easily surrendered 
to the new mandates being 
imposed, nor do I feel they 
should, as a formidable following 
has grown accustomed to the 
lifestyle revolving around 
Hartford's best attempt to emu-
late the ''frat rows" that can be 
found in larger scales at south-
ern schools that enroll thou-
sands more than Trinity does. I 
simply am trying to paint a pic-
ture of what the student body 
has continuously been promised. 
That is, not an entire abolish-
ment of Greek Letter 
Organizations at Trinity, but 
rather activities that provide an 
alternative environment in 
which all cultures present at the 
college could be fostered without 
limitations, and for the first time 
I felt it had delivered. 
Thursdays on Vernon Street 
may be notorious for their late 
night antics in which groups of 
kids run around campus drink-
ing up until the buffer zone 
between thoughts and actions 
gets burned paper-thin by the 
alcohol, and rampant anarchy 
seems to be the byproduct. 
Although technically m the 
aforementioned circus of a place, 
WhatTrivia at Vernon Social 
Center was more much more civ-
ilized than any Thursday night 
on Vernon Street that I could 
remember, and invoked tests of 
intelligence and teamwork that 
aren't quite able to shine 
through the darkness that often 
encapsulates the basements of 
Vernon Street. 
WhatTrivia on Thursday 
nights are changing what was 
once the Vernon Street norm of 
keeping people out, to promoting 
a more inclusive and engaging 
environment and breaking 
attendance records by letting 
more and more people in. As the 
event came to a close, I immedi-
ately thought to myself, ''What 
could be going on at this hour 
everywhere else on Vernon?" 
Being a student here long 
enough to know where that 
question could lead, I decided 
against entertaining the thought 
and instead relished the 
moment I had just been part of. 
Perhaps it was the true inten-
tion of a building with the term 
"social center" included in its 
name. 
With all of the recent buzz 
surrounding the growing nature 
of weekly crowds, a third seg-
ment of WhatTrivia was pro-
posed. his own. Mark clearly 
appreciates the turnouts, evi-
dent in the extra prizes that I 
later discovered were donated by 
the host himself. 
WhatTrivia at Trinity 
College is held on Thursday 
nights at 7 p.m., and all are cer-
tainly welcome. I'll see you 
there. 
Canning lawsuit highlights the fraility of familial relationships 
SHEILA NJAU '17 
STAFF WRITER 
Some say that the bond a 
child shares with its parents is 
the strongest form of attach-
ment. Then comes the teenage 
years and that attachment is 
put to the test. The bond 
between parents and their chir 
dren becomes tumultuous. 
There are the good days when 
everyone seems to get along just 
fine and there are others when 
there is the continual screaming 
and recriminations. For the 
most part, these conflicts 
resolve themselves and in oth-
ers they do not. In some cases, 
this tension that develops 
between parents and child takes 
a strange turn. 
Rachel Canning, an 18-year 
old high school cheerleader from 
New Jersey, made the decision 
to move away from her parents' 
house in October because she 
did not agree with the rules that 
her parents had set forth for her, 
including the fact that they 
wanted her to break up with her 
boyfriend. In this instance, most 
children who cannot find a com-
promise seek independence and 
move on. Hopefully with time, 
both parties would be able to 
reconcile their relationship. 
Rachel, however, took it a step 
further and instead sued her 
parents for child support and 
tuition. In her lawyer's view, 
since her parents made between 
$250,000 and $300,000 a year, 
she should receive at least $654 
a week as child support. She 
also sued them for tuition fees 
for the high school she attended, 
which they had stopped paying 
for. Additionally, she requested 
that her parents cover her legal 
fees. When the case began, the 
parents of Rachel's friend were 
the ones paying the legal fees as 
well as allowing Rachel to stay 
in their home. Rachel also stat-
ed that she should not be eman-
cipated because she had not left 
home voluntarily, but rather 
that her parents were abusive 
and so her decision to leave was 
based on fear of safety. 
When I heard of the case, I 
was mystified. Rachel is among 
many who do not agree with 
their parents' house rules, but to 
sue your parents? For me, it felt 
a little extreme. If indeed she 
came from an abusive home, 
then I thought, why not just 
leave and dissociate herself 
from the people who were hurt-
ing her? It seemed the case 
would only result in bad memo-
ries. 
But, the more I thought 
about it, why shouldn't she be 
able to finish high school consid-
ering she would be graduating 
in only a few short months? So, 
in that regard, I felt that her 
parents should at least pay for 
the remainder of her high school 
fees. As for the child support, it 
still did not seem that she was 
entitled to it, especially since 
she moved out of her parents' 
house two days before her eigh-
teenth birthday and so by the 
time the case started she was 
already eighteen. Then the case 
became even more convoluted 
as the parents had their say. 
From their perspective, Rachel 
had been exhibiting bad behav-
ior, such as drinking, and were 
she to move back home, they 
would pay for the remainder of 
her high school fees. 
Considering the fact that Child 
Protective Services went to 
their home and cleared them of 
being abusive, I came to believe 
that they were in the right and 
what the judge said about 
Rachel being spoiled started to 
ring true. 
For me what stood out as I 
tried to learn more about the 
case were pictures that were 
taken during the proceedings. 
More importantly, those taken 
of Rachel and her parents. I 
keep going back to two, one of 
Rachel smiling and looking 
unfazed and the other was of 
her parents, both of them in 
tears, looking destroyed. At this 
point, I could not help but think, 
how she could put her parents 
through this just because she 
was unwilling to abide by their 
rules? What about her younger 
siblings and how this situation 
would affect them? And then 
comes the even bigger question, 
her friend's parents who sup-
ported her and were paying the 
legal fees for the time being. Did 
they ever try to approach her 
parents to come to a compro-
mise or rather just believe the 
story that Rachel gave them? 
Unsurprisingly, Rachel 
dropped her suit on March 18 
and made the decision to go 
back home with her parents, 
who allowed her to do so, which 
to me speaks well of their char-
acters. I can imagine some par-
ents, who after this debacle 
would tell their kids to grow up 
first before allowing them to 
come back home. At the end of 
the day, a family was reunited 
after many months apart, but I 
also hope that Rachel as well as 
others learn an important les· 
son from this. The decisions we 
make can have far reaching 
effects, especially as adults and 
the consequences of those deci-
sions may never go away. So, 
yes, Rachel is back with her par-
ents, but the damage done 
already may be irreparable. 
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Trinity students fundraise for philanthropic work in Kenya 
TANYA KEWALRAMANI '14 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
A year abroad had changed 
Gaurav. Being at Oxford has 
been an adventure. He defi-
nitely missed it and the friends 
he made there, but he was 
ready to go back to Trinity. 
During his year abroad, he 
travelled and explored the 
world. Each new country and 
each new experience helped 
him grow. He had no idea that 
this next experience would 
have such a large impact on 
his life. 
The wind whipped through 
his hair. He took a deep breath 
and marveled at the landscape 
that surrounded him. He can 
still clearly remember that 
feeling of travelling to another 
country. It was exhilarating. 
Gaurav was in Kenya doing 
research for his senior thesis 
project. He was studying eth-
nic conflict. The research was 
going to start in Njoro where 
ethnic conflict was rampant. 
Upon entering the vill age, 
he met Rupa Devi, the woman 
in charge of the orphanage in 
Njoro. She was and still contin-
ues to take care of seventy-two 
young orphan girls. After a 
long chat with Rupa Devi, 
Gaurav learnt that ethnic vio-
lence since 1992 had claimed 
the lives of 5,000 people. It had 
displaced over one million 
Kenyans. Those young girls 
were victims of the terrible cir-
cumstances that surrounded 
them and there was no clear 
way out. Due to the ethnic 
clashes, the girls lost their 
orphanage. It was burned to 
the ground. 
The orphanage is entirely 
supported by donations. To 
this day, the girls do not have a 
proper structure that they can 
call home. The limited funds 
are directed towards basic 
necessities and education, as 
opposed to the structure itself. 
Gaurav was in shock. The 
stories he heard baffled him. 
They saddened him. It was 
then and there that he decided 
what he needed to do. Without 
wasting a single minute, he 
did all the research and spoke 
to all the people necessary to 
make his plan a reality. He 
was determined to change the 
girls' unfortunate circum -
stances. He wanted to create 
opportunities for them that 
would guarantee them a better 
future. Upon his arrival at 
Trinity, he contacted our friend 
Marissa, and the both of them 
got to work on a proposal. They 
would submit the proposal for 
the Davis Grant for Projects 
for Peace. 
He wanted to seek sustain-
ability in four ways at the 
orphanage. The first was a 
spacious kitchen equipped 
with baking units for the girls 
to bake professionally for 
income. The girls would learn 
professional skills and cater to 
clients as a source of income. 
Second, a conference room on 
the first floor, which would be 
equipped with a projector 
screen and the necessary fur-
niture, which would act as a 
meeting room for organiza -
tions and events. Income gen-
erated from bookings of the 
conference room would help 
the mission's sustainability. 
Third, to establish an ambi-
tious program to connect each 
girl with a family in a nearby 
town. The girls would have 
access to a social network 
through these assigned fami-
lies who will pledge to come 
and visit the girls at least once 
a month. The families would 
also contribute towards basic 
necessities for the girls, allow-
ing the traditional source of 
donation to survive. Lastly, 
traditional donors would be 
encouraged to continue their 
assistance to the project. 
When I read the proposal, I 
was so impressed. It was some-
thing so ambitious and I knew 
him and Marissa would pull it 
off. The more Gaurav talked 
about it, the more I wanted to 
go. It was such an incredible 
opportunity. I told him that if 
he received the grant, I was in. 
The days leading up to the 
final decision were nerve-
wracking. On a lazy morning 
whilst I was watching some 
television in Gaurav's quad, 
Gaurav leapt out of his room 
screaming with joy. It could 
only mean one thing. He called 
Marissa, and then jumped 
around the quad some more. I 
could not believe it! We were 
going to Kenya! 
Before I knew it, we had 
formed a group of six people, 
ready to embark on this jour-
ney together: Gaurav, Marissa, 
Juan, Paroma, Aurora, and 
myself. Our first meeting with 
all of us together was absolute-
ly fantastic. We were laughing 
and joking around. We gen-
uinely enjoyed each other's 
company. It feels so wonderful 
to be a part of something with 
great people that will do so 
much good. We threw ideas 
around about how to fundraise 
and discussed flight tickets, 
and talked about the details of 
our trip to Kenya. 
A few days after the meet-
ing, our fundraising began. We 
are all so grateful to the 
Trinity College community for 
being so supportive and so 
encouraging. The response has 
truly been overwhelming. We 
give thanks to the Davis Grant 
and Trinity College for helping 
us to do something good for the 
world. We have the ability to 
help a community that has 
been struggling and needs sup-
port from not just us, but 
everyone around the world. We 
are still in the early stages of 
fundraising but it has already 
been so incredible. After four 
incredibly hectic years at 
Trinity, right after graduation 
we will leave for Njoro. We 
have this golden opportunity 
to help these young girls. We 
can provide them with-the 
tools to access a better life, free 
from the hardships they have 
had to face at such a young 
age. 
These opportunities really 
do not come by often. If you 
have a plan or a project in 
mind, do not hesitate to apply. 
Trinity will be a strong support 
system, ready to help you in 
any way that they possibly 
can. As we grow older, we 
become so involved in our own 
lives. It's important to take a 
chance to give back when you 
can, because it could lead to 
something life changing. On 
May 20, the six of us will 
depart for Kenya, on a journey 
that we know will change our 
lives. We ask you to please 
help us help them. You can 
donate your meals at Mather 
on April 16 and 17. You can 
like our Facebook page and 
donate online. Any amount, 
small or big, will bring us one 
step closer to our goal. In the 
next couple of weeks, keep an 
eye out for some of our other 
fundraising events, and please 
donate! Anything helps, and a 
little goes a long way! You can 
help make a difference. 
Malaysian airplane disappearance shows uncertainties of flight 
ESTHER SHITTU '17 
STAFF WRITER 
A plane has been missing for 
a month and no one knows 
where it is. According to CNN, 
Flight 370 of the Malaysia 
Airlines went missing after one 
of the pilots said "all right, good 
night" on March 8, 2014. This 
ambiguous statement has led 
everyone to believe that there is 
some foul play involved, espe-
cially since the transponder 
was supposedly "turned off." It 
is possible and it has been spec-
ulated that the transponder 
stopped working. No one really 
knows what happened or what 
may be currently happening on 
Flight 370. But, what I want to 
know is this: how can a plane of 
that size go missing in today's 
world and not be found yet? 
As someone who used to be 
very scared of flying, hearing 
about flight 370 was disheart-
ening. It was upsetting to know 
that a plane went missing and 
no one knows what happened. 
The only thing we can be sure 
of, as the Prime Minister of 
Malaysia has speculated, is 
that probably none of the peo-
ple in the flight survived. And 
although I do not wish to 
believe that, the question that 
follows is how can they be? How 
can they remain alive? But fur-
thermore, why can't the whole 
world find a plane? Did it just 
vanish? Why did it take a 
month for there to be important 
evidence? Who did people not 
do their homework and what 
can we do to fix it so that this 
does not happen the next time? 
There have been some who 
believe the government is not 
telling the truth about the 
Malaysian flight. One woman 
told the New York Times, "All 
governments are corrupt. The 
Malaysian government is hid-
ing something." Could it be that 
this is the case? Is the govern-
ment trying to hide something? 
If they are, what is the reason 
for the big show that they are 
making of "trying" to find the 
flight? 
The truth of all these ques-
tions is that no one has a con-
As someone who used to 
be very scared of flying, hear-
ing about flight 370 was dis-
heartening. It was upsetting 
to know that a plane went 
missing and no one knows 
what happened. 
crete answer. We do not know 
what makes a plane go missing 
and what makes a plane unde-
tectable. When I think of all the 
technology out there, from the 
ones that are downright useless 
to the ones that we have use for, 
it amazes me that all someone 
has to do is turn something off 
on a plane to prevent us from 
finding it. Are you serious? 
Honestly, in today's world and 
with our technology, a back-up 
plan should have been thought 
of. There should have been a 
back-up plan, such as, what if 
this happens? What will pre-
vent a plane from going miss-
ing, perhaps? And although the 
question seems simple, we 
won't be put through this whole 
ordeal again. 
We also have no idea about 
who is behind the disappear-
ance. There is a strong chance 
that someone on the plane tam-
pered with the flight . Many 
have speculated that it is the 
pilots who have done something 
to tamper with the plane. The 
possibility of that could be high. 
However, since nothing in the 
conversations of the pilots indi-
cated that foul play could have 
been on anyone's minds, that 
theory is shaky. Some people 
also believe that the plane flew 
autopilot. This is possible. But, 
in an opinion piece that he 
wrote for CNN, Robert Goyer 
makes the case, "when terror-
ists hijacked the airplanes that 
were flown into the World Trade 
Center towers and the 
Pentagon, they flew the air-
planes by hand and those 
hijackers had trained for 
months with that exact mission 
in mind. In the case of Flight 
370, it would almost certainly 
have remained on autopilot, 
which would have dutifully fol-
lowed the flight plan in the 
flight management system." 
Therefore, autopilot to some, 
especially Goyer, is not possible 
at all. 
But could the plane have 
malfunctioned? CNN writers 
had some theories of what they 
believed could have happened. 
According to one writer, "avia-
tion consultant Kit Darby has 
said there might have been a 
power failure, and during the 
hour when he had backup 
power, the pilot was attempting 
to return to 'the airports and a 
region he knows.' There's also 
the possibility that the tail or a 
wing tore from the fuselage. 
This particular Boeing had suf-
fered a clipped wingtip in the 
past, but Boeing repaired it." It 
is also possible "that a window 
or door failed, which would 
cause the temperature inside 
the plane to drop to 60 degrees 
This new finding has 
been like all of the findings 
and speculations. It leads 
us to nothing of certainty, 
and this far in the search, it 
seems that nothing will ever 
be certain. 
below zero, creating a freezing 
fog and giving crew members 
only seconds to don oxygen 
masks before becoming disori-
ented and then incapacitated." 
If this had happened, debris 
would have fallen and someone 
would have located it. 
I found it shocking that this 
is not the first time that govern-
ment officials have been unable 
to find a plane. According to 
CNN, in 2009, Air France Flight 
44 7 crashed in the South 
Atlantic between Rio de Janeiro 
and Paris during turbulent 
weather conditions. It took four 
searches and almost two years 
before the bulk of the wreckage 
and majority of bodies were 
recovered. The voice and data 
recorders weren't found on the 
ocean floor until May 2011 . 
Therefore, for some who are 
searching for the flight, it is a 
case of deja vu. 
I wanted to do a piece on 
Flight 370 because I thought I 
might be able to find informa-
tion on what is going on. All I 
found was that the United 
States, among other countries 
(such as China), has found 
debris that later turned out to 
be nothing. 
The information that is cur-
rently circulating is that the 
Australian Nay Ship is now 
searching under water, and 
unfortunately they have until 
April 7 to do it because the 
devices in the plane that are 
powered by batteries stop emit-
ting "pings" after 30 days. 
April 7 marks 30 full days 
since the plane went missing. 
According to CBS, on day 29, a 
Chinese ship heard a signal in 
the Southern Indian Ocean that 
is the same frequency as what 
would be put out by the plane's 
data recorder. There has been 
white debris detected, but noth-
ing has been confirmed. 
This new finding has been 
like all of the findings and spec-
ulations. It leads us to nothing 
of certainty, and so far in the 
search, it seems that nothing 
will ever be certain. 
NEWS 
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Huge success for the International 21st Annual Robotics Contest 
continued from page 1 
wanted to tinker with things, 
analyze problems and come up 
with innovative solutions ... It 
was what I was good at, and it 
was what got me excited every 
day. Yes, it was a lot of work 
(which is an understatement), 
but the outcomes completely 
outweigh the struggles, frus-
trations and late nights that 
lead up to the final product 
deadline. As with anything, if 
there is something that you 
are passionate about, it is 
imperative that you also share 
that passion and inspire those 
who are just becoming intro-
duced to the idea. " 
Liz, who mentored teams 
in her sophomore and junior 
year and became Head Mentor 
for the teams during her sen-
ior year, describes her drive 
and passion for the unique 
Engineering Department at 
Trinity, the reason behind why 
she chose her education in the 
liberal arts: "Engineering 
teaches you how to think, how 
to problem solve, how to make 
the world simpler, more effi-
cient, more effective.. . which 
then results in us living in a 
smarter world. This class and 
this competition introduces 
and teaches young minds 
these skills, whether or not 
they choose to pursue engi-
neering as a major. ' 
COURTESY OF Trinity College, Office of Communications 
From Left to Right: Jordan Politz '17, Phillip Winser '17. Andrew Lux '17, and Greg Convertito '16 were one of the few Trinity teams entered into the contest, 
In addition to the multi-
tude of students who were in 
attendance for this exciting 
event, many representatives 
from robotics companies, such 
as a representative from 
Luvozo PBC, an assistive 
robotics company for assistive 
living. They came to display 
the prototype of robots they 
have been working on and to 
observe and speak with vari-
ous students who took part in 
the contest. 
Greg Convertito '16, a men-
tor for an ENGR 120 team 
which took third place at the 
Relay for Life supports 
fight against cancer 
ELI MILLER '14 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
This Friday, April 11 will be 
the 9th Annual Trinity College 
Relay for Life. Trinity's own 
Relay comes once every spring. 
Relay for Life is a long-
standing fundraiser that tar-
gets cancer awareness and 
research. Over 5,000 events 
are held across 20 different 
nations throughout the world 
each year. All proceeds go to 
the American Cancer Society, 
devoted to the mission of fight-
ing back against cancer. 
This year, the Relay will be 
held in Koeppel Community 
Center and the track will be set 
up on the ice. Participant will 
walk laps around the track as 
acts ranging from a cake deco-
ration to acappella performanc-
es by the our very own Quirks, 
Pipes, Tones, Dents, and 
Discords. 
Relay kicks off at 6 p.m. 
with the Survivor 's Lap in 
which all participants who 
have fought and survived can-
cer take the lead for an often 
emotion filled lap. Relay is, by 
nature of its cause, emotional. 
It is rare to encounter someone 
who is untouched by cancer. 
Cancer is one disease that 
truly knows no bounds. Cancer 
continues to cause loss and 
tear at families and individu-
als, both patients and support-
ive loved ones. These sur-
vivors, through a mix of luck, 
will, and courage, have wres-
tled and come out on top. They 
have been through some of the 
most grueling medical treat-
ment and have endured debili-
tating conditions. Another 
powerful event is the 
Ceremony of Hope. This is 
both to remember all who have 
passed and honor those who 
are entangled in the battle 
now. 
There are already 278 par-
ticipants signed up for this 
year and a fund of almost 
$15,000 raised. Individuals 
and teams as large as 15 have 
gone above and beyond the $10 
registration minimum but of 
course there is always room for 
more. If not the desire to be a 
positive active member of our 
campus community, the lip 
sync competition might entice 
you boasting a prize of $500. 
Or you may be won over by this 
years date auction MCed by 
Steph Taylor '15, Lindsay 
Hanig '15, and Halley Cruice 
'15. 
Sign up with a team or just 
show up on Friday with a dona-
tion. 
contest, described to me the 
uniqueness of the 
International RoboWaiter 
Competition division. This 
specific division of the contest, 
which the ENGR 120 class 
specifically prepares for, is the 
fifth year Trinity has entered 
students into this division. 
Greg shared with me that pur-
pose of this division: ''The idea 
is to raise awareness about 
how we can have as!fi ti\Te 
robots for people with disabili-
ties." He explained to me how 
the task of the course is to con -
struct a robot that could do 
tasks, such as bring food to 
someone or bring a plate from 
a kitchen table to someone, for 
example. These tasks, while 
simple, represent how practi-
cal the subject of engineering 
is and how students can use 
the concepts they are taught 
in class and implement them 
for a greater purpose. 
More than 100 teams par- -
ticipated in the event, repre-
senting teams from six differ-
This summer, earn 10 credits 
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experience as an intern. 
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• Psychology Research & Practice 
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ent countries, including the 
debut of a team from Kuwait 
amd eleven different Trinity 
teams. 
Ultimately, the two-day 
competition exemplifies the 
importance of engineering not 
only at Trinity, but also across 
the globe. It allows for every-
one to see the creativity and 
hard work which stems from 
innovation. It is within these 
hand-on classes -and projects 
that students are able to fully 
grow and learn. 
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Immigration panel argues there is still a need for more reform 
continued from page 1 
attend Trinity with help from 
the Admissions office and 
POSSE. 
Under Barack Obama's 
Presidential Executive Order 
granting undocumented persons 
the ability to work, Charlton 
was able to acquire a job legally. 
She became the only legal work-
er in her family, but not the only 
one mandated to pay taxes. The 
executive order may have been 
a step forward however her par-
ents and many other undocu · 
mented immigrants are ineligi· 
ble to vote, ineligible to leave 
the country, ineligible to receive 
federal assistance including 
Social Security, Medicare, food 
stamps, and Obamacare. 
Pornpat Pootinath '14 fol-
lowed Charlton by sharing her 
story with the panel. She and 
her mother came to the United 
States from Thailand to escape 
an abusive father nearly 20 
years ago. Growing up, she was 
not even aware that she was not 
a legal citizen. In fact, she first 
realized her citizenship status 
when she applied for a position 
with New York City Youth 
Employment and was denied 
membership on the grounds 
that she did not have a Social 
Security Number and does not 
qualify to receive one. 
In high school she was invited 
to attend a service trip to Mali. 
COURTESY OF thinkpress.org 
Panel presenters posed the question of immigration reform as not just a moral issue, but one of economic importance, too. 
However, she was not able to 
participate for if she were to 
leave the country, she would not 
be granted reentry. Like 
Charlton, Pootinath was unable 
to return to her native country 
for her grandparent's funerals, 
and when she graduated in the 
'lbp 2% of her high school class, 
she could not qualify for Federal 
Financial aid. 
Because of her legal status, 
Pootinath has been discriminat· 
ed against and taken advantage 
of as an employee. Working 
under the table at a movie the-
ater, her employer was able to 
threaten her by withholding her 
paycheck. She could not study 
abroad during her time at 
Trinity, nor celebrate her 21st 
birthday with a drink, . because 
undoeument~d persons are not 
abie to qualify for state issued 
identification. 
Like Charlton and Pootinath, 
other undocumented immr 
grants do not choose their citi · 
zenship status. The United 
States of~erica is more than a 
country ~o .them, but it is their 
home where they have grown 
up. 
The panel then made the 
transition of comprehensive 
immigration reform as not just a 
moral issue but also one that is 
economically sound. 
Milagros Immigration Law, 
one of .the panel members, spe· 
cializes in and faces these cases 
on a daily basis. Citing immi-
grationpolicy.org, Milagros 
revealed that New Americans . ... 
make up 16. 7% of the workforce 
and under 14% of Connecticut 
residents. Over 80% of natural-
ized citizens have a high school 
diploma or higher and nearly 
10,000 foreign students con-
tribute $318.2 million to the 
state's economy. Additionally, 
Connecticut would lose $5.6 bil-
lion in economic activity and 
about 24,119 jobs if all unautho· 
rized immigrants were 
removed. 
Additionally, the process of 
petitioning for citizenship legal-
ly is both complex and tedious. 
As a legal citizen, one may peti-
tion for a spouse, child, sibling, 
or parent to become a citizen. 
Legal permanent residents on 
the other hand may only peti-
tion citizenship for a spouse or 
child. The focus question of the 
panel asks, "Why didn't you 
wait in line?" Milagros' answer, 
there are only certain visas for 
each country. The petitions 
being heard today are those 
filed back as early as October 
1st, 1990, nearly 24 years ago. 
Werner Oyandel of LPRAC, 
Connecticut's Latino and Puerto 
Rican Affairs Commission, also 
spoke on the panel. Connecticut 
is one of the leaders in the 
nation's immigration reform. 
The Connecticut Dream Act 
offers in-state tuition to all 
those, irrespective to legal 
immigration status, who reside 
in Connecticut, completed four 
years in a Connecticut high 
school, and have graduated 
from a high school or the equiv-
alent in Connecticut. A compro-
mise was reached during a 
debate of the Dream Act that 
requires students to sign an affi-
davit that if federal immigration 
law changes and a student 
become eligible for citizenship, 
the student must become a citi-
zen. Fifteen other states have 
similar Dream Acts. 
When asked if this panel 
would return to Trinity next 
year, Ainsyla Charlton '16 
enthusiastically responded that 
''With immigration and immi-
gration policy being an ever-
evolving issue, she definitely 
intends to have the panel 
return." 
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Trendy Trinity: Qeorgie Wynn '16 shares her favorite things 
CAROLINE PICERNE '15 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Style varies from person to person, 
but Georgie Wynn '16 gets it right. Her 
style is classic, very colorful, pretty, 
and breezy. Georgie knows what she 
likes. First and foremost: having a go-
to pair of jeans or even a company that 
you know fits you perfectly is so impor-
tant when looking your best. For 
Georgie, that brand is Seven For All 
Mankind. She admits that she tends to 
gravitate towards "jeggings" but 
knows that the Genevieve style is her 
favorite, without a doubt. And what is 
better than a perfect white t-shirt to go 
with those Genevieve jeans? 
Absolutely nothing. Georgie grabs a 
plain white Gap T-shirt to complete 
the crisp, clean, casual look. It works 
perfectly every time with her Michael 
Kors runway watch and her favorite 
bag: a vintage Fossil side purse. 
Every girl loves her accessories 
and it's important to know what works 
for you. For Georgie, it's her long, gold-
chained necklaces that she inherited 
from her great-grandmother. Aged jew-
elry paired with clean modern acces-
sories gives Georgie's look a little bit of 
an edge. She wears her gold Tiffany 
rings and Alex and Ani bracelets for 
her modern jewels. 
A go-to brand and store is another 
important thing to have. It's an assur-
ance that if you don't like any of once-
worn clothes that are hanging in your 
closet, you can revert back to the one 
Wynn has a bohemian touch to her style. 
brand you love. Georgie loves .. Urban 
Outfitters and their cloth~s t"rul:f fit 
her style. She also really enjoys thrift 
shopping, especially at Second Time 
Around. What's best about thrift shop-
ping is when you can find something 
that is exactly what you've been look-
ing for. It may be a dress or a shirt 
that you saw a few years ago but never 
bought. Or it might be a pair of vintage 
boots that already have the worn-in 
look you just have to have. 
As spring approaches, girls all 
around shed their jackets, kick off 
their boots, and throw on dresses and 
flip-flops. Clothes seem lighter and 
more colorful, which makes just about 
everyone happy. When heading out 
during the day in warm'. weather 
across campus, Georigie's favorite kind 
of dress to slip on is anything loose and 
with a flower print. It's a cl~~sic choice. 
when wanting to appear put together, 
as if you worked all morning to get 
ready, yet the look is truly effortless. 
COURTESY OF Georgie Wynn '16 
Wynn rocking a red romper on vacation. 
Georgies Top Picks 
Beauty products you'll love 
Lipstick: L'oreal "I Pink You're 
Cute" 
Mascara: L'Oreal Voluminous Carbon 
Black 
Shampoo: John Frieda Blonde, or 
Organix Moroccan Oil 
Moisturizer: Vaseline Cocoa Butter 
Hair product: Lemons in the summer 
Perfume: Chanel Chance Eau Fraiche 
Nail polish color: Essie Miss Fancy 
Pants 
Some favorite things 
Hometown: Boston, in the city. I love 
it and have lived there my whole life. 
Favorite artist: I love Jack Johnson 
and John Mayer. 
Favorite scent: When you have just 
blown out a candle 
Favorite restaurant: I love finding lit-
tle sandwich shops, but if I had to 
pick one, Chipotle. 
Favorite drink: Pina colada 
Favorite dessert: Chocolate covered 
strawberries 
Clothing essentials 
Sneakers: Nike running shoes, "Just 
do it!" 
Favorite designer: Although I don't 
have any of her clothing, I'm very 
inspired by Whitney Eve because she 
is self-made as a young woman. 
Favorite trend: Leggings. I don't know 
who I would be if I didn't have my 
high-waisted Zara leggings. 
Exploring Trinity: going beyond the gate and to Trinfo.Cafe 
ANA MEDINA '16 
FEATURES EDITOR 
Despite being a small college in a 
city, Trinity offers a wide range of activ-
ities to its surrounding community. One 
way it has done this is through 
Trinfo.Cafe. Located on 1300 Broad 
Street, Trinfo Cafe serves as an open 
Internet cafe for the Hartford locals. 
Having never been there myself, I 
decided to check it out and see what 
exactly Trinfo is all about. Not only 
does it have a friendly and welcoming 
staff, but also a warm and comfortable 
environment. There is one room lined 
up with computers all against the 
walls, and serves as the main unit for 
people to use computers. Next to the 
room, and also serving as the main 
space of the Cafe, there is a lounging 
area with couches, chairs, and a couple 
tables. Magazines lay around and a few 
computers are also out for people to use. 
Upon entering, Hartford residents 
are required to sign in or, if it is their 
first time they must present a state 
identification and sign up. Once they 
are in the system, they may come in 
during open hours and use the comput-
ers. Hours of availability depend on 
whether the user is an adult or a teen. 
Everyday between 3:00 - 5:00 is desig-
nated as "kids hours" and adults will 
not be allowed during that time. 
However, on most days adults will have 
access to the computers between 9:00 
AM and 3:00 p .m., and then again 
between 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays the Cafe is only 
open till TOO p.m. 
While Internet Cafes may seem like 
COURTESY OF Ana Medina '16 
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something of the past, especially when 
you look around and see everyone on 
their laptop, Trinfo provides a service 
that, as students, we often take for 
granted. Isabelle Elizalda '12, the 
Graduate Assistant of Trinfo, explains 
how many Hartford residents do not 
have Internet access or a computer at 
home. Living in a world where technol-
ogy is at every corner, it is even more 
surprising that many people still can-
not navigate the simple tasks of using a 
computer. Trinfo attempts to bridge this 
gap by offering a wide range of pro-
gramming options that teach people 
how to use a computer, or help them 
build upon skills they already have. 
For Hartford Youth, Trinfo offers the 
following programs: Media Literacy for 
Youth, Multimedia Programs, and 
Computer Typing Programs. In the 
Media Literacy program, youth are 
taught about a theme through using a 
computer. Some of the themes include 
the environment, consumerism, and 
democracy. Multimedia programs serve 
as an after school program where youth 
can learn about making a video. In the 
Computer Typing Program, youth learn 
how to type through a self paced pro-
gram. While these classes are specific 
to Hartford youth, Trinfo also offers 
programs to its adult learners. The fol-
lowing workshops are available to 
them: Personal Development and 
Professional Development. In Personal 
Development adults take a series of 
three hour courses, which are available 
in either English or Spanish, that teach 
basic introductory material. The sub-
jects range from learning how to turn 
on a computer to simple Internet use. 
In Professional Development, adults 
learn how to use all Microsoft pro-
grams. 
Understanding the limited access 
Hartford locals have to computers, 
Trinfo also has a bi-yearly computer 
give away. It is a refurbished computer 
provided by Trinfo and aims to increase 
Ethe residents' knowledge on technolo-
gy and Internet use. Although Trinfo's 
focus is on computer literacy and 
access, it also provides other services. 
People can make copies, print, buy 
blank CDs, and iPhone 5 chargers. As 
the name mentions, Trinfo also has cof-
fee, tea, and various sweet treats such 
as cookies. 
Although Trinfo has been around 
since 1999, not many people are aware 
of its services. Elizalda states that her 
personal goal is "to make Trinfo a big-
ger presence." Students working at 
Trinfo also promote the services provid-
ed and encourage the community to 
take advantage of it. Mauricio 
Uyaguari '16 and Lovelie Tejeda '14 
both express a feeling of satisfaction 
from working at Trinfo. Tejada, specifi-
cally states that she's gained a new 
appreciation for teaching, especially 
something as important as computer 
literacy. While most Trinity students 
have access to computers or can use 
those in the library, Trinfo.Cafe is still a 
great place to check out. You will 
always be greeted by a friendly staff 
member and can savor a nice cup of cof-
fee while you see everything Trinfo has 
to offer. 
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Gabriel Maletta '14 shares his memories from his time in Berlin 
GABRIEL MALETTA '14 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
My sophomore spring I chose to swap 
the cold capital of Connecticut for the 
even colder capital of Germany, Berlin. 
For four months I studied and lived in 
Germany's bustling capital and they 
proved to be some of the best months of 
my life. Since then I have been back to 
study, work and visit whenever I have 
been given the chance. While not a tradi-
tional destination for Trinity students to 
study abroad, Berlin gives back tenfold to 
those who stop and spend time exploring 
the vibrant city. Over the past quarter 
century, Berlin, Germany has undergone 
an incredible transformation, from the 
epicenter of the Cold War to the cultural 
capital of Germany, and some say 
Europe. I had never been to a place quite 
like Berlin and frankly never think I will 
find anything to match it. The culture of 
Berlin is hard to pin down. It is at times 
classy and trashy, chic and punk, nostal-
gic and futuristic. Its eclectic culture and 
historical fame has led it to become one of 
those cities that you must visit at least 
once in your lifetime. 
One of Berlin's biggest draws, for me 
at least, was and is its unique infamy as 
a city that dominated the headlines over 
the past century. My favorite museum in 
city, The Deutsches Historiches Museum, 
offers a honest history of Berlin's role in 
the events of the past century. A quick 
trip through the museum tracks the 
course of the city from the uprisings post-
World War I up until a decade after the 
Wall fell. It's outside, however, where the 
best history can be found. Berlin is sur-
prisingly open about its dark past, erect-
ing hundreds of memorials and monu-
ments to the moments and people that 
have changed the city. One of my favorite 
monuments consists of a series of dark 
colored bricks that trace the path of the 
Berlin Wall. Lasting for almost forty 
years, the Berlin Wall, though no longer 
surviving, has left an indelible mark on 
the city's residents. While much larger 
monuments to this symbol of the Cold 
War exist, I took an instant liking to 
these simple and low-key stones. I fol-
lowed these bricks on my bicycle one day, 
leading me through quiet neighborhoods 
and packed downtown streets. At some 
points the bricks would end abruptly in a 
newly constructed building or house, only 
to start up again on the other side, a con-
stant reminder that Berlin is a city that is 
forever changing and adapting. 
Berlin's tumultuous history has 
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allowed it to become one of the most inte· 
grated, welcoming and multi-cultural 
cities in Europe. As little less than twen· 
ty-five percent of Berlin's 3.5 million resi-
dents are either foreign born or second 
generation. Berlin's thousands of immi-
grants mean it is an immense melting pot 
of languages, peoples and cultures. One of 
the biggest benefits of Berlin's multicul-
turalism is the varied selection of inter-
national cuisines that dot the city. 
Berlin's large Turkish population led to 
the arrival of the Doner kebab and hun-
dreds of these small stands litter the city. 
The Doner, pretty much a Gyro on 
steroids, was my go-to food for a fast 
lunch or a late night snack on the way 
home, filling and yet never breaking the 
bank. Berlin's large Vietnamese popula-
tion means that cheap and fast noodles 
and Pho-life giving on a Sunday morn-
ing-are just arpund the corner. For 
those interested in classier dining, Berlin 
has thousands of restaurants with every-
thing a big city has to offer and then 
some. One of the odder dining experi-
ences I had while in Berlin was with 
friends to a restaurant named Savauge, 
which served a strict Paleo-diet menu 
inspired by African cuisine, showing just 
how far the city's chefs can stretch their 
culinary skills. 
the bustling city. The beaches are filled 
with activities for the many Berliners and 
tourists who flock to the shores during 
the summer time. Renting a paddleboat 
allows you to explore and find a secluded 
shore, unpopulated by other bathers. 
Beware, however, as the popular 
Wannsee lake is infamous for its nudist 
sections that are easily stumbled upon if 
one is unwary. 
While the history and cultural attrac-
tions are all well and good, addressing 
the other aspects of studying abroad are 
important when considering a city. When 
it comes to the party scene, Berlin is unri-
valed in Germany and perhaps Europe. 
From the lowliest neighborhood bar to 
the top-tier dance clubs, Berlin is the 
undisputed king of nightlife. Every night 
of the week sleepy street side cafes turn 
into buzzing watering holes where the 
_ German beer flows steadily on the cheap. 
I was fortunate to live in a section of the 
city, Kreuzberg, renowned for its bar 
scene and I was absolutely spoiled by the 
number of choices available to me. 
Berlin's love affair with the outdoors 
means many of these great little bars are 
nestled along the banks of the river Spree 
or under the spread of trees in the 
Tiergarten. Germany's lax container laws 
allow you to carry your own party into the 
streets and parks, where its easy to meet 
countless like-minded people and strike 
up a conversation. 
When the weekend rolls around, 
Berlin becomes a whole new beast. The 
city is the undisputed capital of electron-
ic music and, starting Thursday nights, 
the clubs open their doors and don't stop 
until late Sunday evening. Infamous 
nightclubs host world-famous DJs and 
packed dance floors. Berliners have a 
knack for repurposing old and derelict 
buildings into booming clubs. One of my 
favorite clubs was a defunct power sta· 
tion turned into two clubs. It still con-
tained the old catwalks and industrial 
fans but booming techno music and a sur-
prise ice-cream bar (amazing at 5:00 a.m. 
on a hot summer night) showed off 
Berlin's creative side. If electronic music 
isn't your thing, Berlin has you covered. 
The city is famous for its music scene, 
whether you like punk rock, jazz or indie. 
Berlin has incredible pull for attracting 
international artists filling everyday with 
a wide variety of concerts. One of the best 
concerts occurs in late June, where bars 
and cafes throughout the city transform 
into concert venues. The eclectic range of 
artists means heavy metal clubs host a 
four man orchestra while small family-
run cafes get rocked by punk bands. 
If for some reason you feel the need to 
truly get out of the city, Berlin is an excel-
lent stepping stone for a European adven-
ture. Berlin is located in the heart of 
Europe allowing for easy access north, 
south, east and west. Using Germany's 
famously efficient rail system I was able 
to make weekend trips to the Czech 
Republic and Poland to experience a more 
Eastern European vibe. My fellow class-
mates easily made trips down to other 
parts of Germany as well as into France, 
the Netherlands and Denmark. For 
longer trips, Berlin has marketed itself as 
a major air hub meaning cheap flights all 
around. Feel like checking out the scene 
in Istanbul? Berlin's Turkish diaspora 
means cheap roundtrip flights to 
Istanbul. Want to go visit your Trinity 
friends in Spain? Easy Jet runs continu-
ous flights to Barcelona and Ibiza. I took 
advantage of the low airfares by traveling 
down to Lebanon and Cyprus for my 
Spring Break, checking out the scenes in 
Beirut and relaxing on the beaches of 
Larnaka. I was also lucky that the pro· 
gram I went with my sophomore spring, 
IES Abroad, included week long trips to 
both Paris and St. Petersburg, two cities 
I never truly planned on visiting. With 
travel being one of the key draws of 
studying abroad, Berlin is the perfect city 
for planning a European experience. 
For those looking at Berlin for their 
time abroad, I found the IES Berlin pro-
gram to be the perfect mixture of lan-
guage and cultural study. With a heavy 
focus on Urban Studies, the programs is 
run by an expert faculty and hosts stu-
dents from throughout the United States 
and abroad. The program, running in 
both spring and fall, offers plenty of 
chances to travel throughout Europe and 
actively encourages its students to take 
advantage of their time in Berlin. 
For those looking to study in Berlin 
through Trinity a summer program has 
just been launched in the past two years. 
Led by German professor Johannes 
Evelein, the program consists of an intro-
ductory language class and a class focus-
ing on the history of Berlin. It is a great 
way to experience such a vibrant city as 
well as pick up two credits. Even if you 
choose not to study in Berlin, I hope you 
get a chance to one day visit this wonder-
ful city and take advantage of all it has to 
offer. 
While Berlin's food and attractions 
can be experienced year-round, few expe-
riences can compare with a Berlin sum-
mer. The winters are long and grey in 
Northern Germany, so when the sun is 
out Berliners take advantage of every 
minute. Berlin is home to dozens of parks 
scattered throughout its neighborhoods, 
each with their own individual vibe. 
Every day, people flood to these green 
spaces to grill and relax with friends and 
family. One of my favorite parks in the 
city is the former Tempelhof airport, 
located near the heart of Berlin. The 
famous Cold War airport was converted 
into an open park in 2010, boasting over 
eight kilometers of running, biking and 
walking trails. I was fortunate in having 
my apartment a block away, allowing me 
to go for daily runs around the airport 
along with the hundreds of bikers, run· 
ners and walkers who visit each day. On 
windy days the park is filled with kite fly-
ers and intrepid parasailing skateboard-
ers who race down the former runways. 
When it comes to pure relaxation howev-
er, no parks can compete with the 
Tiergarten located in the heart of Berlin. 
Originally a hunting ground for the old 
Prussian kings the sprawling Tiergarten 
is now Berlins largest park at over 520 
acres. The park is home to countless 
meadows, gardens and lakes allowing 
Berliners a massive green space to relax 
in. If you are desperately in need of 
beaches and sun, the lakes on the out-
skirts of the city offer a quick escape from 
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Trinity hosts its Ninth Annual International Hip-Hop Festival 
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''We want to tell the stories of 
Mexico in the most applicable 
ways possible". 
Bocafloja also raps, in adcli-
tion to his poetry, and several of 
his videos have appeared on 
MTV tr3s and MTV World. He 
does much of his work with the 
help of his group, Quilombarte. 
They currently have a documen-
tary in production in which they 
hope to address issues regard-
ing Latin American race rela-
tions. In the future, Bocafloja 
says they "hope to bring cultur-
al production to communities 
that are usually denied this 
kind of artistic expression." 
Bocafloja says his ultimate goal 
is to create public spaces in 
which marginalized peoples can 
coexist and interact. 
That afternoon, the 
Rittenberg Lounge housed a 
film screening and discussion 
which was led by the Hip Hop 
Re-Education Project (HHREP). 
HHERP is an organization that 
targets young people, aged 18 to 
24, through in-school integra-
tion of art, music, and academ-
ics, as well as resume ''Do It 
Yourself' workshops, and its 
Bronx-Berlin exchange pro-
gram. HHREP encourages its 
participants to be open to differ-
ent ideas and cultures while 
maintaining a strong sense of 
self and identity. "Not only do 
you learn how to grow your 
craft, you learn how to grow 
your being," one of the organiza-
tion's members said of his expe-
rience with the group. HHERP 
aims to inspire young people to 
develop passions and life-paths 
in which they can become fully 
invested. The group has 
already produced one album 
and is currently in the process of 
recruiting artists for its second 
album. 
Undoubtedly, Friday's high-
light was "Bboy/Bgirl Break-
dancing Battle and Exhibition" 
where participants included 
Trinity students, Hartford 
Residents, and New Englanders 
alike. Judges evaluated almost 
50 contestants of all ages who 
competed in groups of four. 
Each contestant was given a 
score and the top 16 moved on to 
the "Showcase Round." 
During a ten-minute inter-
mission, Hartford children took 
to the dance floor to give break-
dancing a try, supervised and 
mentored by the more experi-
enced competitors. The break-
dancing elders could be seen 
teaching young dancers new 
moves and providing tips on 
how they could improve. 
From the top 16 competitors, 
a winner was eventually 
crowned. Again, the community 
came together, supporting each 
other and connecting through 
art. 
The final day of the festival 
began with a graffiti exhibition 
on the Gates Quad, which con-
tinued all day. Students and 
community members passing by 
throughout the day could stop 
and examine the art displayed 
on the quad. The nearby Cave 
patio also served as a venue for 
local and regional talents. 
Rappers, singers, and dancers 
alike took to the patio to share 
their art with their community 
and peers. 
The festival concluded 
Saturday night with the final 
hip-hop concert, which ran from 
7:30 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. 
Performers including Shokanti, 
Jaro Cossiga, and Black Noise 
hailed from around the world. 
Seminar and workshop instruc-
tors from throughout the festi-
val also returned to perform in 
the festival finale. Talib Kweli 
headlined the event and deliv-
ered a fantastic performance to 
an enthusiastic crowd and 
booming applause. 
Although it was encouraging 
to see greater interaction 
between Trinity students and 
the Hartford community, it 
seemed the turnout could have 
been better. ''I think that more 
Trinity students should attend 
the Hip-Hop Festival and see 
what it's like," said Briana 
Chang. "Just about every 
moment of this event is an expe-
rience that makes me feel like 
I'm doing more than existing, 
but truly living. I wish more of 
my peers would join me." When 
asked if she felt Trinity should 
host more similar events, 
Briana stated, ''I think Trinity 
does have many wonderful 
events like this, and more are 
created. People just need to go 
and explore, go and volunteer to 
make events like this t~ true 
and beautiful experien~~ that 
they are." ·: 
The common theme through-
out the fe'stival seemed fu be of 
community coming together in 
support of one another, particu-
larly its youth. . Repeatedly, 
more experienced artists 
worked to help the youth better 
themselves and find a venue for 
expression and acceptance. The 
festival was a reminder to all of 
the importance of community 
involvement as well as artistic 
expression and acceptance. The 
festival brought people of all 
backgrounds together in a cele-
bration of art. Hopefully the 
event inspired greater Trinity-
Hartford integration in the 
future. 
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''Holy Motors:'' a delightful and enigmatic Franco-German Film 
ZACH HAINES '14 
STAFF WRITER 
Open on a crowded theatre of 
dark faces observing a silent 
film; next, a troubled dreamer 
awakes to the sounds of the 
sea. He paces his windowless 
room before locating the precise 
place in the wall-wallpapered 
to resemble a skeletal forest-
where his metallic finger clicks 
into a concealed keyhole. 
Bursting through the wall, the 
man-who is in fact the film's 
writer and director Leos Carax, 
who came to prominence with 
such features as "Boy Meets 
Girl" (1984), "Mauvais Sang" 
(1986), and "Lovers on a 
Bridge" (1991)-stumbles into 
the theatre and gazes out at 
the muted screen. So begins 
Carax's most recent endeavor 
"Holy Motors." Knowing that 
we are stepping into what looks 
like the subconscious of a film -
maker, it is difficult to say what 
exactly follows this rather cryp· 
tic opening sequence: is it a 
movie about dreams? Is it a 
dream about movies or a movie 
about movies? I am not sure if 
I, after only one viewing, have 
arrived at a conclusive answer 
yet. Nevertheless, let us com-
mence with the most concrete 
plot synopsis possible. 
The film tracks one ... let's 
call it, "average". . . day in the 
life of Mr. Oscar (played by one 
of France's most incomparable 
character actors, Denis Lavant, 
who has starred in almost 
every one of Carax's films). He 
departs in the early morning 
from a magnificent, Le 
Corbousieresque mansion, his 
doting wife and gaggle of smil-
ing children waving him good-
bye. He proceeds to a white 
stretch limo, escorted by a 
heavy security detail. He is 
greeted at the car by his per-
sonal driver, Celine, played by 
an elegantly gray Edith Scob 
(of "Eyes Without a Face," 
Georges Franju's 1959 cult 
classic, which Carax references 
heavily throughout the film). 
Handing him a stack of rather 
classified -looking manila fold-
ers, Celine informs Mr. Oscar 
that he is scheduled for nine 
different "appointments" that 
day. Mr. Oscar dons a gray wig 
and begins to apply a transfor-
mative amount of costume 
makeup. At this point, nothing 
about the impending events is 
clear. 
The car winds its way into 
the bustling epicenter of Paris, 
stopping at the iconic Pont 
Alexandre III, where a gyspy 
woman is jingling a tin cup of 
petty change amidst the 
flaneurs. "Nobody loves me 
anywhere," she croaks, "But 
I'm alive anyway." She is 
ignored and reviled by the 
passersby. We can see, however, 
that she is no authentic 
vagabond, but the unmistak-
able Mr. Oscar incognito. She 
(or rather, he) hobbles back into 
the stretch limo and is off to the 
next destination. Apparently, 
"appointment" number one is 
complete. 
The eight successive 
appointments vary from hys-
terically funny, to poignantly 
tearful, to utterly grotesque. It 
is truly the motliest array of 
scenes in any single film I have 
seen to date. As much as I don't 
want to spoil any surprises for 
those of you who are legiti-
mately interested in seeing the 
film, I simply can not resist 
naming a few of the episodes 
you have to look forward to, 
specifically: Eva Mendes wear-
ing what can only be discribed 
as a silk chiffon burqa, video-
game porn, a melodramatic 
musical number by none other 
than Kylie Minogue, and my 
personal favorite-a boisterous 
interlude of accordion-driven 
revelry inside a candlelit 
church. Each segment is wildly 
different from the one before 
and viewers, and I predict that 
even those who are unfamiliar 
with this type of filmmaking 
will be impressed and enter-
tained by the sheer force of 
Carax's imagination. 
With all that said, there still 
remains certain questions: 
what is Mr. Oscar trying to 
accomplish? Who employs him 
to complete such bizarre and 
seemingly inane tasks? If you 
are the kind of viewer who will 
be demanding immediate and 
wholly gratifying answers, 
then be forewarned: compre-
hension (or rather, interpreta-
tion) of the film is contingent 
on your own vigilance and cre-
ativity. There are clues every-
where, including references 
galore to the titans of French 
filmmaking such as the afore-
mentioned Franju classic, 
"Eyes Without a Face" and 
Jean-Luc Godard's 1961 New 
Wave debut, "Breathless." I am 
virtually illerate when it comes 
to this topic, so it is not without 
a bit of research that I write 
this review. However, I firmly 
believe that you can enjoy 
"Holy Motors" without knowing 
the slightest bit about French 
cinema; all that is required of 
you as a viewers is that you are 
able to meet the filmmaker 
halfway: do not ask whether or 
not the world in which "Holy 
Motors" takes place is realistic. 
It's not, move on. This is a film 
that invites its viewers to enter 
a space populated by dreams or 
movies or dreams of movies, 
whatever you decide. 
My advice is to simply take 
that invitation and delight in 
working through the ambiguity 
it presents. 
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Talib Kweli headlines Trinity's International Hip-Hop Festival 
W.H. BENJAMIN '14 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Spending a few minutes 
alone, Talib Kweli paced 
through the halls in the 
upstairs of Mather Hall before 
jogging onto the stage. In a 
black flat brim hat, black ~ 
shirt, and thick gold chains, 
the legendary MC commanded 
the stage of the 9th Annual 
Trinity International Hip·Hop 
Festival, while promoting his 
new album, "Gravitas," and 
conscious Hip·Hop. 
''It's a vehicle, it's a tool. It's 
a vehicle, it's a tool. Like, you 
know how the cavemen had 
tools they used. And like you 
have technologies and tools. 
It's a vehicle, it's a tool, for us 
to create, express, get mes· 
sages out, create resources," 
Kweli says when asked about 
Hi·Hop. With repetition and 
rhythm, Talib Kweli speaks as 
though he is rapping. The idea 
that Hip· Hop can be a tool to 
empower the oppressed is a 
message that the Trinity 
International Hip·Hop 
Festival promotes, and is one 
of the many reasons the festi-
val organizers have been so 
excited to have him perform. 
''The basis of the festival is 
to introduce people to con· 
sc10us hip·hop, and remind 
them that the sub-culture of 
hip·hop is to empower people, 
and not go through that main· 
stream idea that Hip· hop is 
supposed to be misogynistic, 
and not care about the people 
who care about it. And we have 
to look at artists who uphold 
that," says Neha Surender '14, 
one of the four main student 
organizers. Conscious Hip· Hop 
is a tradition at the annual fes· 
ti val. 
Talib Kweli is the most 
recent artist to headline the 
nearly decade old festival. 
Other well· known performers 
such as Dead-Prez, KRS·One, 
K'naan, and Brother Ali have 
played in years past, all of 
whom have been categorized as 
"conscious rappers." 
"Being known as a conscious 
rapper is great, it's wonderful, 
it's a great honor, but no one 
would care if I didn't make it 
properly," says Kweli. ''When 
they understand that the rea· 
sons they like me is because 
they like what I do as an MC, 
the conscious thing is just the 
gravy on the mashed potatoes. 
Mashed Potatoes is the enter-
tainment" 
If mashed potatoes are the 
entertainment, then Saturday 
night's performance was rich, 
buttery and sprinkled with 
spices. Kweli's beats and lyrics 
charged the packed 
Washington room with energy. 
Audience members and other 
performers alike came from 
across the globe, as well as 
from down the street, to listen, 
watch, and participate in the 
weekend's entertainment. The 
show not only brought differ· 
ent groups from the Trinity 
community together, it also 
connected the school to the 
greater Hartford area, as well 
as the global hip·hop citizenry. 
''It's a three·fold thing for 
me. It's like, Trinity College 
and expanding the minds of 
the people here, bringing in the 
Hartford Community to be 
more involved with Trinity and 
like it, and Vice·versa, and 
then we got the global commu· 
nity, and that's what it's all 
about," says Brandon Serafino 
'14, another student organizer. 
Throughout the weekend· 
long festival, cypher groups 
sprung up spontaneously, B· 
boys and B·girls were breaking 
at every event, and graffiti 
artists sprayed their tags. 
Everyone, regardless of age, 
race, or gender dapped one 
another m hallways, and 
swayed their arms to the same 
rhythm. 
Hundreds of hip·hop fans 
came out to listen and watch 
Talib Kweli perform, though he 
was not the only one. Black 
Noise, Quilombo'Arte 
Collective, Vox Sambou Jaro 
Cossiga, The Hip Hop 
Re:Education Project, Anomaly 
Konglomerat, and Shokanti all 
gave strong performances and 
represented countries like 
Mexico, the Czech Republic, 
Haiti, Canada, Mozambique, 
and South Africa. Their shows 
were well attended, but did not 
garner the same popular gravi· 
tas as Kweli. 
During Talib Kweli's roughly 
hour-long performance, he 
commanded the audience-at 
times getting them to shout, 
sing, listen, and learn. ''If you 
don't like the current state of 
Hip·Hop, it's on you," Kweli 
said between songs. It was a 
quick message about empower-
ment, telling the audience that 
the consumer controls the 
direction of hip·hop. He was 
addressing the audience as a 
group of individuals, saying 
that collectively we decide how 
hip·hop progresses. 
His message was the 
metaphorical gravy on top of 
the rich mashed potatoes and 
was well received by the 
diverse audience. Hipsters 
from Wesleyan, young kids 
with dreads, girls with pat· 
terned leggings, preppies with 
pastels and men with afro· 
hawks all bounced with the 
rhythm. There was no typical 
attendant-the crowd was far 
too diverse. Throughout the 
show it was conspicuously 
clear that Kweli is aware of his 
position in the hip· hop commu· 
nity, the audience he attracts, 
and his role as a conscious rap· 
per. 
"He started as an under-
ground rapper; he still is an 
underground rapper. Even 
through he's had his duos, we 
people who are a little more 
known, he's still upheld those 
pillars of the hip·hop subcul· 
ture, doing things to empower 
people, and doing things 
because we love it," says 
Surender. His reputation pre· 
cedes him, and because of that, 
landing him as the headliner to 
the 9th Annual Trinity 
International Hip· Hop festival 
was not easy. 
Neha Surender, Brandon 
Serafino, Kyle Pack, and Myles 
Bristow are the four Trinity 
College seniors that organized 
the event and are known as the 
leaders of the Temple of Hip· 
Hop. A process that started 
nine months ago, they have 
been working tirelessly to put 
the event on. It was only in the 
last two weeks that Kweli con· 
firmed that he would play at 
Trinity. Saturday night's show 
was one stop on a long list of 
events in which Kweli is per· 
forming. Promoting his new 
album, "Gravitas," Kweli 
returned from Europe, where 
he played shows in Munich, 
Paris, and London. Fuelled by 
vegetable lasagna from Trinity 
Restaurant, Talib Kweli played 
late into the night. 
Elemental Movement Dance Crew fuses various dance genres 
KRISTINA XIE '16 
ARTS EDITOR 
In celebration of the 
International Hip· Hop 
Festival, many clubs are join· 
ing forces with the Temple of 
Hip· Hop to host an array of 
events for the Trinity commu· 
nity. While the festival lasts 
for two days, the Elemental 
Movement Dance Crew is a 
permanent urban and versa· 
tile dance club on campus. 
Founded by Myles Bristow '14 
and Ella Wechsler·Matthaei 
'14, the club blends together 
components of Hip· Hop, 
Modern Dance, West African 
and Dance Hall Gust to name 
a few) into their choreography. 
Since the founding of the club 
in 2010, the club has experi-
enced challenges and many 
successes. When Bristow and 
Wechsler-Matthaei entered 
Trinity as first-year students, 
they created the club based on 
their common love for dance. 
However, during their · time 
abroad in the Trinity program 
in Trinidad, the club's leaders 
were not able to organize prac· 
tices, design dances or com -
pete with other schools. Fast· 
forward to their senior year, 
Elemental Movement has 
become synonymous with hip 
and fresh dances that invigor· 
ate our art community. 
Sitting in on a recent 
Friday practice at Trinity 
Commons, students from all 
backgrounds and abilities 
joined in to practice a dance 
by Nicole Kim '16. Members 
followed and asked questions 
about how to emulate the 
moves of their nimble leader. 
Unlike other dance clubs on 
campus, there were no other 
dance groups that offered stu· 
dents a blend of all dance 
types while inviting students 
of all levels of dance experi · 
ence. Elemental Movement 
was the solution; it is "ener-
getic, inclusive and collective," 
states Bristow. While original· 
ly starting as a Hip· Hop dance 
group, the club has evolved to 
incorporate multiple styles 
and elements to their dances 
in the same way that the 
genre of hip·hop dance has 
matured in recent years. 
When the public thinks of hip· 
hop, it is often associated with 
urban dance battles with 
breakdancing, b·boying, tut· 
ting and popping and locking. 
With Bristow and Wechsler-
Matthaei's knowledge of dance 
and experience abroad in the 
diverse islands of Trindiad 
and Tobago, their dance has 
become more global and 
infused with different cultural 
elements. Elemental 
Movement has captivated 
audiences with their fluid 
movements and catchy tunes. 
Some of their biggest perform· 
ances include the Mocha 
Talent Show, "Take Back the 
Night," and the Spring Dance 
Festival. 
The element of love, passion 
and devotion is the fundamen· 
tal building block of the dance 
group, "Coming to practice is 
never a task and always an 
exciting part of my day that I 
look forward to," said 
Wechsler-Matthaei. What 
unites each of the members is 
their common goal to improve 
their ability to dance and com· 
pete. With both seniors 
departing in less than a 
month, the club has encour-
aged its members to design 
their own dance and share it 
with the group. The 
International Talent Show 
was the first time the group 
danced without their founding 
members, "I felt like a proud 
parent," raved Wechsler-
Matthaei as she watched from 
the audience. She referred to 
the club as her "pride and 
baby," devoting much of her 
four years at Trinity oversee· 
ing events and practices. 
Both founders have left an 
impressive mark on the art 
community. They have created 
a welcoming environment for 
dancers to explore all forms 
and experiment with a blend 
of genres, creating a vibrant 
and thriving art culture on 
campus. Since the birth of the 
club, membership has 
increased to include students 
from all social niches. They 
are hoping to hold dance 
workshops to include Hartford 
residents and build a stronger 
relationship with the commu· 
nity. Other future prospects 
include winning more compe· 
titions against nearby colleges 
and universities. 
At the core of Elemental 
Movement is the "love that 
everyone shares" that con· 
nects each individual to his or 
her beloved dance group. With 
this passion, the club contin· 
ues to expand and share their 
COURTESY OF Kristina Xie'16 love with the rest of Trinity 
Elemental Movement Dance Crew practices for their upcoming performace at the "Take Back the Night" event April 17. and Hartford. 
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Women's Tennis starts season strong, tops NESCAC standings 
JTMEHR'16 
SPORTS EDITOR 
The Trinity Women's 
Tennis team has been nothing 
short of impressive so far this 
spring. To date , the Lady 
Bantams are ranked number 
14 nationally and hold a record 
of 7-2. They began their season 
at home on March 8 by defeat· 
ing Skidmore College. 
tive victory, providing signifi-
cant momentum prior to the 
April 3 conference matchup 
against Wesleyan University. 
The Lady Bantams cruised to a 
6-3 triumph over the 
Cardinals, improving their 
record to 6-1 and earning their 
first victory in NESCAC com· 
petition. 
For Spring Break, the 
Women's Tennis team trav-
elled to California. On March 
19, the Bantams faced 
NESCAC rival Bowdoin 
College, culminating in an 8-1 
victory for the Polar Bears. 
Morgan Feldman '16, playing 
second singles, won the lone 
match for the Bantams · a 
three set, 6-3, 4-6, 10-7 defeat 
over Kate Winingham. Despite 
a tough loss to begin their trip, 
the lady Bantams rebounded 
the next day in Orange, 
California by defeating 
Chapman University 6-3. 
Melita Ferjanic '16, Elizabeth 
Gerber '14 and Caroline Gagne 
'14 all won singles matches in 
straight sets, playing in the 
first , fifth and sixth singles. 
Regan Cherna '14 and Senzo 
Mauve-Maphisa '14 were victo-
rious in second doubles, win-
ning 8-2. 
COURTESY OF www.athletics.trincoll.edu 
Trinity Women's Tennis snapped their win streak as the fell to MIT in the semi final round of the Nor'Easter Bowl. 
This past Friday, Trinity 
competed as the number two 
seed in the opening round of 
the Nor'Easter Bowl. Despite 
trailing 3-0 after doubles play, 
the Lady Bantams won five of 
six singles matches, four of 
which were in three sets, to 
earn a 5-4 victory against 
Wellesley College. Advancing 
to the semi-finals yesterday, 
Trinity was faced against the 
seven seed Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT). 
It was a tough day for the Lady 
Bantams, as they lost 7-2. 
Morgan Feldman '16 and 
Elizabeth Gerber '14 won the 
only two matches for the 
Bantams, playing number two 
and number five singles. 
Just a day later, Trinity 
faced La Verne University in a 
match held at Claremont 
McKenna University. For the 
second day in a row, the 
Bantams won 6-3 over La 
Verne. Melita Ferjanic '16 and 
Morgan Feldman '16 won the 
first and second singles match-
es. Seniors Caroline Gagne '14 
and Elizabeth Gerber '14 were 
successful playing third dou -
bles, securing an 8-1 victory 
for the Bantams. 
For the last match of their 
California Spring Break trip, 
the Lady Bantams battled UC 
Santa Cruz. Without much dif-
ficulty, the Bantams cruised to 
a 7-2 win. Regan Cherna '14 
and Senzo Mauve·Maphisa '14 
won their respective singles 
matches 6-2, 7-6 and 6-1, 6-0. 
Cherna and Mauve-Maphisa 
also played second doubles for 
the Bantams, where they won 
8-4 over Courtney Lymburner 
and Danielle Caro. The win 
over UC Santa Cruz capped off 
a cumulative 3-1 record for the 
sprmg break trip. Morgan 
Feldman '16 earned Trinity 
Athlete of the Week honors for 
her amazing play m 
California. 
On March 29, the Lady 
Bantams travelled to Brandeis 
University, just outside of 
Boston in Waltham, 
Massachusetts. Morgan 
Feldman '16 and Elizabeth 
Gerber '14 won in both the sin-
gles and doubles leading 
Trinity to a tight 5-4 win. This 
gave Trinity its fourth consecu-
This coming week, the Lady 
Bantams face Connecticut 
College, Middlebury and 
Williams. These three matches 
are important in determining 
the post-season fate and seed-
ing in the NESCAC tourna -
ment for the Women's tennis 
team. 
Trinity Baseball finishes 1-2 in three game series against Colby 
DREW RAGOSTA '17 
CONTRIBUTING WRIIBR 
The last four Trinity base-
ball games, starting with a 
knockout win against MIT 
with a score of 5 to 2, have set 
the stage for a killer season 
for the Bantams this semester. 
On April 2, Trinity defeat-
ed the Engineers, breaking 
their impressive three-game 
winning streak and pushing 
them down to 7-10 while the 
Bantams advanced to 6·10. 
Pitcher Jed Robinson '16 
threw a great six and a third 
innings, fanning three hitters 
and letting up seven hits. 
Patrick Carbone '14 and 
David O'Brien '14 both took 
the mound in the ninth inning 
to relieve Robinson. O'Brien 
earned two strikeouts over six 
batters and Carbone earned 
his third save of the season. 
Trinity got on the board early 
as they scored their first run 
in the first inning as 
Mackenze Genauer '16 came 
home on a wild pitch. In the 
second inning, Genauer hit an 
RBI single to left field that 
brought home Nick 
DiBenedetto '17 and Chris 
Leach '17. The Bantams 
rounded out their scoring in 
the sixth inning as 
DiBenedetto hit an RBI 
ground out to third base and 
Leach scored his second run 
off a wild pitch. 
On April 5th, the Bantams 
lost at home against Colby by 
a score of 5-3 falling to a 6-12 
record. Trinity came out 
strong in the first inning with 
Evan Abraham '15 scoring on 
a walk with a single by Daniel 
Pidgeon '16, and Scott Huely 
'15 hitting a sacrifice fly, 
allowing Abraham '15 to score 
the run. The Bantam's scored 
again with another walk by 
Abraham '15 from an RBI by 
Scott Ruley '15. For awhile 
the Bantams led with a score 
of 3-2, but after six innings 
Colby scored another three 
runs to take the lead and the 
win. 
The Bantams and Colby 
battled it out again against 
Colby on April 6th, with a 
close win of 5-4. Abraham 
came out to hit the first RBI, 
followed by Brain Wolfe '17, 
Chris Leach '17, and Ryan 
Ruether '17 all cranking out 
RBI singles. To put the nail in 
the coffin, Richard Spencer 
nailed another RBI run to 
drive Pidgeon home. The end-
ing score was 5-4, with Trinity 
adding another win to their 
record. 
As of now Trinity's current 
record is 7-12 and 2-4 in the 
NESCAC falling just one 
game behind the Bowdoin 
Polar Bears. The Bantams 
will be playing again on April 
COURTESY OF Victoria Trentacoste '14 9th against MCLA at home, 
No.8 catcher Chris Leach '17 went 1 for 2 on April, 6 against Colby College. followed by a three game 
COURTESY OF Victoria Trentacoste '14 
Sean Meekins '15 pitched in the first of Trinity's three game series with Colby College 
series in Medford, 
Massachusetts against the 
Tufts Jumbo's. With confer-
ence rivals Bates, Middlebury 
and Wesleyan in the coming 
weeks, the Bantams are look-
ing to capitalize in order to 
qualify for the NESCAC tour-
nament in early May. 
This season, the Bantams 
have putup impressive stats. 
The team has scored 76 runs 
in 19 games, including 24 dou · 
bles, 2 triples and a home run 
over 143 total hits. The squad 
has a team batting average of 
.260 and an on base percent-
age of .352. Brian Wolfe '15 
a nd Daniel Pidgeon '15 lead 
the team offensivly with bat-
ting averages of .377 and.349 
respectivly as well as 42 com-
bined hits and 24 combined 
RB I's. 
THINK YOU KNOW 
SPORTS? 
Then Write for Sports! 




~rinit!' Colltgt Inside Sports: Women's Tennis 
and Baseball 
NATIONAL STUDENT ATHLETE WEEK 
AJ Jones '14 
Football, Bartlett 
Community Service Award 
Hannah Brickley '14 
Women's Basketball, Senior 
Scholar Athlete & Bartlett 
Community Service Award 












































































































PHI BETA KAPPA 
Hannah Brickley, 
Volleyball and Women's 
Basketball, Biology 
Andrew McNair, Men's 
Soccer, Language & 
Cultural Studies: 
Hispanish Studies and 
Italian/International 
Studies: Latin America 
and Carribean 
Julia Rivera, Field 
Hockey, Sociology, 
Economics and Urban 
Studies 
Alexandre Zhang, Men's 
Swimming & Diving, 
Chemistry and Computer 
Science 
Charlie Mullan '14 
Men's Hockey, Senior Scholar 
Athlete 
Karyn Barrett '15 
Women's Soccer, Junior 
Scholar Athlete 
Michael Mancini '15 
Football, Junior Scholar 
Athlete 
NESCAC All--Academic Team 
Sarah Ballinger, Cross Country 
Abigail Barrett, Cross Country 
Karyn Barrett, Women's Soccer 
Hannah Brickley, Volleyball 
William Burchill, Men's Golf 
Tucker Callanan, Men's Soccer 
Michael Castellana, Football 
James Ciano, Men's Soccer 
Alexandra Cocco, Cross Country 
Maggie Crowe, Women's Soccer 
Joseph Diaz, Football 
Trevor Doolittle, Men's Soccer 
Brendan Dowling, Football 
Hunter Drews, Volleyball 
Julia Duggan, Field Hockey 
Sean Dunn, Cross Country 
Caroline Eicher, Women's Soccer 
Kristen Elia, Women's Soccer 
William Hering, Football 
Malcolm Joseph, Men's Soccer 
Kerry Lang, Women's Soccer 
Alexander Lynch, Jr., Men's Golf 
Bridget Maguire, Women's 
Soccer 
Michael Mancini, Football 
Paul McCarthy, Football 
Julianne McDonough, Cross 
Country 
Shaun McGann, Men's Soccer 
Andrew McNair, Men's Soccer 
Zachary Packer, Men's Soccer 
Catherine Read, Field Hockey 
Julia Rivera, Field Hockey 
Natalie Salmon, Women's Soccer 
Timothy Shea, Men's Soccer 
Lyndsey Shepard, Field Hockey 
Abigail Siebert, Women's Soccer 
Katherine Stueber, Volleyball 
Sarah Whitham, Volleyball 
Haley Wodenshek, Cross 
Country 
Courtney Wynne, Field Hockey 
Anthony Zucaro, Football 
Natalie Babjukova, Women's 
Squash 
Sarah Ballinger, Track & Field 
Katie Barlok, Swimming & 
Diving 
Abigail Barrett, Track & Field 
Nicolas Bellas, Track & Field 
Hannah Brickley, Women's 
Basketball 
Jim Burt, Men's Ice Hockey 
Alexandra Cocco, Track & Field 
Michael Cuoco, Swimming & 
Diving 
Mary Daly, Track & Field 
Jared Davis, Track & Field 
Sean Dunn, Track & Field 
Sean Greer, Swimming & Diving 
Cheeky Herr, Women's Ice 
Hockey 
Emily Johnson, Swimming & 
Diving 
James Kuritzkes, Track & Field 
Shelby Labe, Women's Ice 
Hockey 
Samuel Livingston, Men's 
NESCAC All-
·Sportsmanship Teams 
Men's Cross Country Men's Basketball 
Patrick Hoagland Jaquann Starks 
Women's Cross Women's Basketball 
Country Moriah Sweeney 
Sarah Ballinger Men's Ice Hockey 
Field Hockey Jimmy Burt 
Julia Rivera Women's Ice Hockey 
Football Kristen Maxwell 
Edward Franca Men's Squash 
Golf Karan Malik 
Bill Burchill Women's Squash 
Men's Soccer Sachika Balvani 
Shaun McGann Men's Swimming 
Women's Soccer and Diving 
Kristen Elia Nick Celestin 
Volleyball Women's Swjmming 
Sarah Whitham and Diving 
Joanna Wycech 
Squash 
Melva Lopez, Women's Squash 
Elizabeth Lyons, Track & Field 
Bridget Maguire, Track & Field 
William McCarthy, Swimming & 
Diving 
Julianne McDonough, Track & 
Field 
Chloe Miller, Swimming & 
Diving 
Taylor Murtaugh, Women's 
Basketball 
Catalina Pelaez, Women's 
Squash 
Michael Ragazzi, Wrestling 
Jeremy Rees, Wrestling 
Olivia Reny, Track & Field 
Julia Rubano, Track & Field 
Jessica Rudman, Swimming & 
Diving 
Abbey Schlangen, Track & Field 
Tim Shea, Men's Ice Hockey 
Steve Spirou, Men's Basketball 
Sarah Stutman, Swimming & 
Diving 
Andrew Tallett, Men's Ice 
Hockey 
Lauren Tierney, Track & Field 
Elie Vered, Men's Ice Hockey 
John Williams, Wrestling 
Mark Yanagisawa, Swimming & 
Diving 







Biology: Catherine Guariglia 
(Women's Rowing) 
Chemistry: Alexandre Zhang 
(Swimming and Diving) 
Economics: Daniel Mullan 
(Men's Ice Hockey) 
Public Policy and Law: Samuel 
Livingston (Men's Squash) 
Religion: Emily Kleidon -(Women's Ice Hockey) 
Sociology: Julia Rivera (Field 
Hockey) 
Urban Studies: Shaun 
McGann (Men's Soccer) 
-
